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DAYTON
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SALESIAN GUILD TO HONOR SISTER ANGELA ANN ZUKOWSKI,
GIANT IN THE FIELD OF CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION GLOBALLY
DAYTON, Ohio- Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, M.H.S.H., an international leader in
Catholic communications, will be honored as the Distinguished Communicator of the Year by
the Salesian Guild.
The Salesian Guild -named for St. Francis de Sales, the patron saint of journalists and
of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati- is made up of Catholics working in various media and
communication fields. She will receive the award during a 7:30 p.m. awards program on
Saturday, Jan. 24, at the St. Francis de Sales Church, 1600 Madison Road, in the East Walnut
Hills area of Cincinnati. Tickets are $25 and can be reserved by calling (513) 241-7745.
Rachelle Rowe, Clear Channel Exhibitions' special project coordinator for the Vatican
exhibition "Legacy of the Popes," will offer the keynote address. This heralded exhibit of
artifacts, many never previously displayed outside the Vatican, is visiting Cincinnati as one of
only four U.S. cities.
Zukowski directs the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives at the University of Dayton, where
she has taught in the religious studies department for 25 years. She's the former president of
Unda-World (now known as SIGNIS), the international Catholic association for radio and
television. As a member of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications - the first woman
with voting privileges on that Vatican council- she was principal author of the important
Vatican document, Aetatis Novae. The document called for development of pastoral
communications planning around the world.
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In 1997, Zukowski was awarded the President's Medallion, a lifetime achievement
award from Unda-USA, and was named one of the 25 most influential individuals in Catholic
education over the past 25 years by the National Catholic Education Association and the Peter
Li Group. Since then she co-authored the book, The Gospel in Cyberspace and developed the

Virtual Learning Community, a pioneering project in online religious education.
Zukowski, a pioneer in the use of new communication technologies, first ventured into
multi-media education 28 years ago when she established a rudimentary television studio in an
abandoned one-room schoolhouse in rural Ohio and videotaped seven lessons on the
sacraments for religious education classes. She continues to take full advantage of advances in
technology, using electronic communication- such as the Internet, digital telephone services,
cable television and satellite communication in addition to video technology- to bring religious
education to those who find it more difficult to regularly attend classes. In 2001, she received
the Lifetime Achievement Award for Pioneering and Innovation in Catechesis and New
Communication Technologies from the National Conference of Catechetical Leadership.
"Sister Angela Ann for years has been a leader in seeing the positive potential of
communications in the church and world. She's enthusiastic about the vision the church has to
share and knows how to use all media to communicate it," said the Rev. Jeremy Harrington,
O.F.M., publisher of the St. Anthony Messenger and 2002 recipient.
The Salesian Guild Distinguished Communicator Award each year goes to a Catholic
communicator who exemplifies the best in commlli"'lication skills, vvhose work touches people in
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, and who brings religious values to life in her or his work.
-30For interviews, contact Sister Angela Ann Zukowksi at (937) 229-3126.

